24 '   A HISTORY OF THE BORGIAS
in the crowd between one of the Orsini and a retainer of
Anguillara (hereditary foes of Orsini) provided a pretext.
Instantly shouts ascended, and men  of  arms coursed
through the city roaring Or so, Or so (Bear, Bear—war-
cry of Orsini, alluding to their badge). From every dark
and narrow alley of the Regions of Campo Marzo and
Ponte, from the Albergo d^ll' Orso (Bear Inn) by the
Torre di Nona, from the castellated fortress which Orsini
had made of Pompey's Theatre, came the clang of arms,
with the rush of hurrying feet of desperate brigands,
adherents and mercenaries of Orsini; and Don Napoleone
Orsini was at the head of three thousand men. Outside
the cathedral, the hum of a maddened mob swelled into a
raucous roar as of bears hungry for hot blood, when Count
Averso of Anguillara fled into the Lateran Basilica,'seek-
ing sanctuary in the very presence of Christ's Vicar; and,
above the roar, the voice of Orsini pierced the holy portals
of the Prince of Peace, penetrated to the ears of Pope'
Calixtus throned as Bishop of Rome among His canons in
the centre of the apse, launching a hideous threat to storm
and sack the Lateran unless the body of Anguillara were
given to him as meat for his three thousand bears. There
was a movement in the ermine and scarlet college that
stood near the papal throne, and Cardinal Latino Orsini
di Ban hurried down the nave to' confer with his turbulent
brother, Don Napoleone. Though disappointed that he had
failed to win the Triregnol for himself, this cardinal ap-
pears to have had some feeling of decency as to what was
due to Holy Church. As a churchman he felt bound to
stand by his order; although as an Orsini he would have
preferred a different state of affairs. Still, the object of the
riot had been attained, the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill had're-
1 The pontifical diadem, consisting of a conical cap woven of the
plumage of white peacocks and encircled by three crowns of gold,
It is sometimes called the Tiara, and must be distinguished from
the Mitre.

